[image: image1.png]z Opinion essays are formal in style. They require your opinion on a topic which
must be clearly stated and supported by reasons. It is necessary to include the
opposing viewpoint in another paragraph.

A successful opinion essay should have:

a) an introductory paragraph in which you state the topic and your opinion;

b) amain body which consists of two or more paragraphs. Each paragraph should
present a separate viewpoint supported by your reasons. Another paragraph
giving the opposing viewpoint and reasons may be included; and

c¢) a conclusion in which you restate your opinion using different words.
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First decide whether you agree or disagree with the subject of the topic and make
a list of your points and reasons.

Write well-developed paragraphs consisting of more than one sentence.

Begin each paragraph with a topic sentence which summarises what the
paragraph is about.

Linking words should be used throughout your composition.

Use the techniques shown on p. 66 to begin and end your essay.
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To express opinion: | believe, In my opinion, | think, In my view, | strongly believe, The
way | see it, It seems to me (that)

To list points: In the first place, first of all, to start with, Firstly, to begin with

To add more points: what is more, another major reason, also, furthermore, moreover, in
addition to this/that, besides, apart from this, not to mention the fact that

To introduce contrasting viewpoints: It is argued that, People argue that, Opponents
of this view say, There are people who oppose, Contrary to what most people believe,
As opposed to the above ideas

To introduce examples: for example, for instance, such as, in particular, especially
To conclude: To sum up, All in all, All things considered, Taking everything into account
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Is too much emphasis placed on examination results today? In my
view, their role needs to be re-examined if they are to continue to play
a part in the educational system.

In the first place, exams do not actually test a person’s knowledge
of a subject but rather how much they can remember on the day of the
exam. In addition, facts such as students feeling unwell or suffering
from a case of nerves on the day of the exams are not taken into
consideration.

Furthermore, the exam system is unfair to people who have studied
hard but have a poor memory for facts and figures. Also, it is often the
case that people who have not studied can copy from someone else
who has.

It is argued that exams are the most efficient way of comparing the
abilities of a group of people and that an exam will often encourage
people to compete to get better grades. Making grades and exam
results the main point of learning though, gives students the wrong
idea of what education is all about.

In conclusion, it seems to me unfair to give a person only one
chance to show what they are capable of. I think that the whole
educational system needs to be changed so that exams are not the only
way of assessing a student’s knowledge.



[image: image5.png]People spend too much time and money on fashion.
Do you agree or disagree?

Every season, the great fashion houses of Europe and America present
their new: collections in the hope of persuading people to renew their
wardrobes by purchasing the latest designs. In my opinion, one does not
have to be a slave to fashion in order to look smart.

To start with, following the latest trends in fashion can be extremely
expensive. This is especially true for those who buy costly designer

the latest fashions.

In addition to this, followers of fashion often give up their individuality for the
sake of fashion. They choose clothes which suit neither their figures nor their
personalities. This is unfortunate, as the way we dress should reflect who we really
are. ;

On the other hand, some people argue that it is necessary to dress fashionably in
order to create the correct image for their careers. This is particularly true of those who
work with the public, as they reflect the image of their company. This does not mean that
the latest fashions are the most appropriate, however. Simple but well-made clothes are
almost always the best choice for business wear.

To conclude, | strongly believe that it is advisable to dress with style by choosing gooc
quality clothes which suit you as an individual and have lasting elegance. As the famous
designer Coco Chanel put it, “Fashion is made to become unfashionable.” So instead oi
changing your wardrobe constantly, isn’t it better to build up a collection of clothes which
you can always wear?



[image: image6.png]Can you imagine doing your shopping without having to leave the house, or working
at home rather than going to the office? In my opinion, life in the future will be much
more pleasant than it is today.

In the first place, there will be many improvements in the field of medicine. Scientists
are confident that cures for diseases such as cancer and AIDS will have been found.
Therefore, the lives of thousands of people will be saved.

Also, new technological breakthroughs will make our lives easier. Computers will be
able to perform more time-saving functions, transport will be faster and more efficient
and new inventions will continue to help us carry out daily tasks with ease and comfort.

On the other hand, there are those who believe that life in the the future will not
be so trouble-free. We will have used up the world’s natural resources, therefore our
planet will be on the verge of destruction. What is more, some fear that pollution will
have increased due to problems such as deforestation, and that acid rain will only have
been made worse. They do not consider, however, that modern technology can solve
environmental problems as well as less pressing ones.

All'in all, I feel that life in the future will definitely be better. We are all searching
for ways to improve our lives and we can only look ahead in order to do this.
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Over the past few years, people have begun to travel to places they would
only have dreamt of visiting thirty years ago, thanks to the possibilities offered
by air travel. In my opinion, travelling by aeroplane cannot be compared with
any other means of transport.

To start with, there really is no faster way to travel. You can go from one
country to another in a matter of hours which gives you more time to enjoy the
actual purpose of your trip, rather than waste time travelling and dragging your
luggage around.

Furthermore, you always feel well looked after on an aeroplane. You are
served drinks and meals and offered newspapers and blankets which all help to
make the journey more comfortable and enjoyable.

Of course, there are people who argue that travelling by plane can be a
nightmare, with airport delays, cramped seats and turbulence to put up with.
What is more, aeroplanes and airports are often targeted by terrorists, which
makes some people think that travelling by plane is unsafe. They forget, however,
that the number of deaths caused by cars is larger than that caused by planes.

In my opinion, air travel will always remain popular. Its speed, comfort and
convenience are hard 1o heat

Statement.
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Opinion essays are discursive essays in which you present your personal opinion on a particular topic. Your opinion must be stated clearly and supported by justifications. You should also present the opposing viewpoint(s) in a separate paragraph.

An opinion essay should consist of:

a) an introduction in which you introduce the subject and state your opinion clearly;

b) a main body, consisting of two or more paragraphs (each presenting a separate viewpoint supported by reasons/examples), including a paragraph giving the opposing viewpoint supported by reasons/examples; and

c) a conclusion, in which you restate your opinion using different words.

You normally use present tenses in this type of writing, and phrases such as I believe, In my opinion , I think, It seems to me that, I strongly disagree with , etc to express your opinion. You should list your viewpoints with Firstly, Furthermore, Moreover, Also, etc, and introduce the opposing viewpoint using However, On the other hand, etc.

Opinion essays are normally written in a formal style, therefore you should avoid using colloquial expressions, short forms or personal examples. You can find this type of writing in the form of an article in newspapers, magazines, etc.

English and Maths are more important subjects than Art and Music

Isn't it unfortunate that in today's society there are so many people who cannot read, write or even do arithmetic? I strongly believe that, although subjects such as Art and Music are important, English and Maths are the most fundamental part of our education.

In the first place, when you know how to read, write and do simple calculations, you have the tools required in order to deal with everyday matters. For example, being able to read and write can help you communicate and express yourself dearly. Moreover, you need basic maths for such daily chores as doing your shopping, paying your bills and managing your money.

Furthermore, it is essential to have a good knowledge of English and Maths in order to find even the simplest job. Reading, writing and mathematical skills are the minimum requirements that most employers demand.

On the other hand, it can be argued that Art and Music are just as significant as English and Maths. For instance, learning how to draw or play an instrument can introduce a child to a whole new world. In addition to this, subjects such as Art and Music can provide children with a well­rounded education rather than just basic skills.

All things considered, though, it seems to me that English and Maths are vital subjects. Without learning to read, write or do arithmetic, people may have difficulties coping with even the simplest tasks in daily life.

